A   BRASS   HAT   IN   NO   MAN'S   LAND
of control due to It, have reacted on men who today
are only in their early thirties.
It was a lamentable failure on the part of respon-
sible soldiers to realise their position. It had to do
with profit and selfishness. To expel whisky, the
one whisky and soda a day men in high places would
have had to give it up altogether. But why not?
Men were giving up their lives!
In 1917 a class of men were being granted com-
missions, who until then had had no idea of rising
to the heights of social beverages - whisky, gin,
cocktails and the like. The acquisition of a star
does not Itself alter a man's desires, If he Is given a
chance and Is allowed to do as he would wish.
Half the cases of indiscipline on the part of officers
which came through my hands (and there were a
good many) were, directly or Indirectly, attributable
to drinking being made easy. And in addition, of
course, the physique suffered.
I have heard It said that the British Empire was
consolidated with the aid of 'baccy, beer and the
Bible, plus the gallant efforts of the British soldier.
I have no doubt about the latter; but the record of
beer and the Bible in the war leaves me stone cold.
Both sides suffered from alcoholic 'debauchery,
while both used the Bible as propaganda for hate!
General Nugent, up to the mark as ever, knowing
we know his front and the habits of the enemy,
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